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John’s Jesus 31: Calm Under Pressure
John 18

Jesus was perfectly calm under fire
because there was NEVER any doubt in
His mind Who would win.

When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the Brook Kidron, where there was a
garden, which He and His disciples entered. 2 And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met
there with His disciples. 3 Then Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and
Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons. 4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come
upon Him, went forward and said to them, “Whom are you seeking?”
5

They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

Jesus said to them, “I am He.” And Judas, who betrayed Him, also stood with them. 6 Now when He said to them, “I
am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground.
7

Then He asked them again, “Whom are you seeking?”

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
Jesus answered, “I have told you that I am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their way,” 9 that the saying
might be fulfilled which He spoke, “Of those whom You gave Me I have lost none.”
8

Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The
servant’s name was Malchus.
10

11

So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given Me?”

Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him. 13 And
they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that year. 14 Now it
was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient that one man should die for the people.
12

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another[a] disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and
went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest. 16 But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other disciple,
who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in. 17 Then the
servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, “You are not also one of this Man’s disciples, are you?”
15

He said, “I am not.”
Now the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals stood there, for it was cold, and they warmed
themselves. And Peter stood with them and warmed himself.
18

19

The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine.

Jesus answered him, “I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews
always meet,[b] and in secret I have said nothing. 21 Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to
them. Indeed they know what I said.”
20

And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying,
“Do You answer the high priest like that?”
22

23

Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?”

24

Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
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Now Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. Therefore they said to him, “You are not also one of His disciples, are
you?”
25

He denied it and said, “I am not!”
One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the
garden with Him?” 27 Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster crowed.
26

Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves did not go into
the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. 29 Pilate then went out to them and
said, “What accusation do you bring against this Man?”
28

30

They answered and said to him, “If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you.”

31

Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him and judge Him according to your law.”

Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death,” 32 that the saying of Jesus might be
fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die.
33

Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”

34

Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?”

Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You
done?”
35

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so
that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.”
36

37

Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?”

Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the
world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”
Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, “I
find no fault in Him at all.
38

“But you have a custom that I should release someone to you at the Passover. Do you therefore want me to
release to you the King of the Jews?”
39

40

Then they all cried again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.

Footnotes:
a.
b.

John 18:15 M-Text reads the other.
John 18:20 NU-Text reads where all the Jews meet.

New King James Version (NKJV)
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.

The contrasts seen in this chapter are striking! The contrast between the detachment sent
to arrest Jesus and Jesus; the contrast between Jesus’ response and Peter’s response; the
contrast between those who charged Jesus and Jesus; the contrast between Peter and Jesus
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after His arrest; and finally, the contrast between Pilot and Jesus! We will note these
contrasts and show how Jesus was well aware of what was going to happen and not only
was ready and willing, but was absolutely calm and at perfect peace during the greate3st
assault ever perpetrated upon anyone!
I.

CALM BECAUSE HE WAS NEVER SURPRISED BY ANYTHING (vs. 18:4)
“Jesus, therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him….”
A. His arresters had no idea what was going to happen. (vs. 18:3)
“Then Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and officers from the chief
priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.”

B. He knew exactly what was going to happen.
C. Peter was not calm under pressure!
D. His accusers were totally out of control.
E. Pilate was at a complete loss as to an appropriate response.
II.

Calm because He was in the center of the will of His Father.

Conclusion: We live in turbulent world! Jesus had just told His disciples the world was
going to throw everything at them that it had to throw, but, He said, “Be of good cheer, I
have overcome the world!” That’s why He was so calm under fire! There was never a doubt
in His mind Who would win!

John’s Jesus: Calm Under Pressure
Pastor Charles Anderson
June, 2017

Millersville First Baptist Church
Millersville, Tennessee 37072

3

